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 Epiphany 

 

 

Today as we celebrate Epiphany and give thanks. We are going to be 

thinking about the gifts God has given each one of us, and how we use 

them.  What are your unique gifts. 

They are your talents, abilities, aptitudes, and events and experiences that 

have happened to you. 

All these things have shaped us as individuals, our family, our health, our 

everything really.  

Our gifts are the sum total of all the resources that God has given to us. Our 

gifts are not just genetic abilities and natural aptitudes, although these are 

part of our gifts. Many of our most precious gifts are qualities and resources 

that have been developed in us over time.  

An American author Mary Schramm who wrote a book called ‘GIFTS OF 

GRACE’ suggests there are five steps in ascertaining and using your gifts. 

Discovering, Accepting, Enjoying, Maturing, Surrendering. 

That is what was wise about the wise men. Their wisdom wasn’t merely giving 

their material gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, but it was the gift of their 

total selves to their journey to find Jesus. Their trip took years, in their 

searching, their looking, their time, and their energy. They were totally 

devoted to the mission of finding Jesus, using all of their resources. Wisdom is 

giving all of our gifts to Jesus... to God, and not just keeping them for our own 

benefit. In giving they encounter Christ who changed the direction of their 

lives.  

Isaiah 60. 1 - 6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the 

earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 



    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall 

cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

Matthew 2. 1 - 12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 

and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet: 

 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they 

had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned 

in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 

TODAY   9.30am Epiphany Rev’d Canon Jean Skinner will preside and preach. 

                       Rev’d Gerard is on leave 

 

 

 



THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

Wed        10.00am Church BCP Midweek Service 

Thurs        2.00pm Community Room. Film Club’ Paddington’  

Sat           10.00am  Saturday Café 

Sun           9.30am Baptism of Christ. Rev’d Gerard Rundell will preside and the 

Rev’d Dr Hannah Malcolm will lead. 

 The service will include the baptism of Julia Malcolm. 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY   

 

Wed   14th       11.30am       Funeral for Sheila Lonie Church  

Thurs  15th        2.00pm  Friends having Fun 

Wed   21st         7.30pm        PCC at St Cuthbert’s 

Thurs 22nd         7.00pm Conversation at St Aidan’s  

                            with Catherine McKinnell MP Church 

Sat   24th          TBC  Burn’s Night Supper   

          

NOTICES   

 

TODAY’S SERVICE LINK https://bit.ly/StAidan2026Epiphany 

 

FILM CLUB - are showing the first Paddington. A live-action animated 

comedy. A young bear from Peru travels to London and is taken in by the 

kind Brown family.  Voiced by Ben Whishaw and starring Hugh Bonneville and 

Sally Hawkins.   

THANK YOU – your recent donations have helped many charities: -          

£78.96 RBL Poppy appeal, £181 Salvation Army Carols on the Green,       

£1797 raised by the Saturday Cafe shared between four charities– World 

Vision, Parkinson’s UK, My Aware, Northumberland Wild Life, £628.72 to each 

of the Christmas Collections Charities - Christian Aid Gaza, St Oswald’s 

Hospice.  

SHEILA LONIE – We were sorry to hear the sad news of the death of our dear 

friend Sheila. Her funeral will take place in church on Wednesday 14th 

January at 11.30am. 
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For Our Prayers:  

For the church. Mark Edwards and St Cuthbert’s and St Matthew’s, Ruth Stradling 

and St Columba’s. DCC members and officers.  

For the community Snakes and Ladders Playgroup, Brunton Babies and Brunton 

Toddlers. Uniformed Groups. 

For the world – all countries facing hardship and conflict. For our own national and 

political life 

For those in need – Esther Wooler, Sue Bates, Christine Crompton, Charlie Bennett, 

Lindsay Miller, Marion Newitt, Rebecca 

For those who have died, John Sleight, Sheila Lonie 

and on their anniversaries: Irene Sutherland, Liz Hepplewhite, Pat Page, Moira 

Osborne, Jean Carson, Pam Cooper, Sadie James, Peter Leask, Robert Tullin. 

   

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

   
CONTACTS:    

Office: 0191 236 7952  infostaidans@gmail.com   

Team Rector: Revd Gerard Rundell 07394 792277 rev.g.rundell@gmail.com    

Janice Charlton: Children and Family Worker staidansfamilyworker@gmail.com   

Newsletter: Catherine Stewart catherinedstewart@btinternet.com   

Bookings Secretary : Susan Armstrong bookings.staidansbrunton@gmail.com    

St Aidan's Church Brunton Park Newcastle www.staidanschurchbruntonpark.co.uk   

Living on God’s good earth: January 

New year, new you 

The new year is often a time when we feel pressure to make a new start, or try 

new things, but it can be hard to know where to begin. If you've never done a 

personal carbon footprint audit, this can be a great way to think about different 

areas of your life and see where simple changes can make a difference. The 

results can help you pick one area to focus on over the coming year. There are 

lots of carbon footprint audits available online, but a nice simple option is 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk. If you want one with more detail, go for 

https://www.climatestewards.org/offset. 

SUNDAY SERMONS 

For anyone who would like one, written copies of the Sunday sermon are 

available from the preacher on request. Please contact either Gerard or the 

preacher of the day to be sent a copy 
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