The Team Parish of Christ the King
St Aidan’s Church Brunton Park

Sunday 1st February 2026
Candlemas

This week, we mark the feast of Candlemas. This is officially the end of the
Christmas season, and marks a turning point in the journey from the crib to
the cross. Our Gospel reading that tells of Jesus’ presentation at the temple
holds together both of these as the child Jesus, only weeks old, is recognised
by Simeon. Here he sees the promise of the crib: the fulfilment of God’s
promises to his people, a light to the nations, and the glory of Israel. But here
he also sees what is to come on the cross as he says to Mary: ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’

The crib and the cross are held together. God sends a child to be the light o
the world, and yet this child will grow to walk the path to a cross where he
will bear the sins of the world on his shoulders and conquer the power of
death itself. This Candlemas, as we look both to the crib and the cross, we
give thanks for all that Jesus is: ‘For God so loved the world, that he sent his
only son, so that all who believe in him may not die, but have eternal life.’
(John 3.16)

Malachi 3. 1-4

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appearse

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.!
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in
the days of old and as in former years.



Luke 2. 22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in
the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;dl this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah Guided
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon
took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years
after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left
the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At
that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

TODAY 9.30am Candlemas and Christingle Family Service. Rev'd Gerard
Rundell will lead and preach



THE WEEK AHEAD

Mon 7.30pm Bible Study Group
Tues 3.30pm to 5.00pm After School Drop Off Club
Wed 10.00am Church Book of Common Prayer Midweek Eucharist
Thurs 11.30am Church, Deanery Safeguarding meeting
2.00om Community room Prayer and Praise
Sat 10.00am Saturday Café
Sun 9.30am Second Sunday before Lent — Eco Service Rev'd Gerard

Rundell will preside and the Rev'd Ruth Stradling will preach

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Mon 9th Bible Study Group

Wed 11th Book of Common Prayer Midweek Eucharist

Thurs 12th Community room, Film Club ‘Her Majesty Mrs Brown’
Tues 17t 3.30-5pm, Pancake Party

Wed 18t 10am, and 7.30pm, Ash Wednesday services
NOTICES

TODAY'S SERVICE LINK https://bit.ly/StAidan2026Candlemas

THANK YOU - to all members of the social committee for arranging such @
wonderful Burn’s Night Celebration and for all the hard work involved.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP - The Bible study group will continue its online sessions on
Mondays at 7.30 pm, continuing to look at the book of Revelation. We have
switched from Zoom to Microsoft Teams, but the format is exactly the

same. Contact Ken Newitt (kmnewitt@outlook.com, 07770 480938) for the
joining link or further details. All welcome.

REFRESHMENTS ROTA — There are new rotas to be completed for Saturday
Café and Sunday morning refreshments. It would be appreciated if those
who are willing and able could add their names. Thank you

PANCAKE PARTY — Our annual Pancake Party is coming up! It'll be 3.30-5pm
on Tuesday 17t Feb, with fun and games, a talk about Pancake Day and
Ash Wednesday and what they mean, and, of course, freshly made
pancakes! Do come, or let friends and family who might be interested know.

LENT LUNCHES - Lent lunches will held as usual on Wednesdays at 12pm:
25th Feb: St Aidan's 4th March: Sacred Heart
11th March: St Columba's 18th March: St Cuthbert's



Living on God's Good Earth
February 2026: Feed the Birds

Sharing our gardens with birds, hedgehogs, and other animals is a joy. But winter
and early spring is a tough time. Like us, other animals need to use lots of energy
(or sleep) to survive in the cold, but unlike us, they don't have supermarkets or
heaters to rely on. You can help birds and other wildlife get through these tricky
months by leaving areas of leaves or branches undisturbed, planting shrubs and
trees with wintering berries and fruit, putting out fresh water on frozen days, and
putting up bird feeders. If you use permanent feeders, remember to wash them
every week or so to prevent disease from spreading.

SUNDAY SERMONS

For anyone who would like one, written copies of the Sunday sermon are
available from the preacher on request. Please contact either Gerard or the
preacher of the day to be sent a copy

For Our Prayers:

For the church. For all ministers serving across our deanery, those on deanery
synod. St Aidan’s Kid's Group, youth group and after school club.

For the community The Manor House Bowmont House and Melton House

For the world - all countries facing hardship and conflict. For our own national and
political life

For those in need - Esther Wooler, Sue Bates, Christine Crompton, Charlie Bennett,
Lindsay Miller, Marion Newitt,

For those who have died and, on their anniversaries John Allen, Colin Weatherall, Lew
Edwards, Stanley Taws, Barbara Elsdon, Joyce Rickaby, Hannah Lloyd, Catherine
McKeating, Roland Hardy, Joyce Earnshaw, Francis Inglis, Ethel Chandler.

CONTACTS:

Office: 0191 236 7952 infostaidans@gmail.com

Team Rector: Revd Gerard Rundell 07394 792277 rev.g.rundell@gmail.com

Janice Charlton: Children and Family Worker staidansfamilyworker@gmail.com
Newsletter: Catherine Stewart catherinedstewart@ptinternet.com

Bookings Secretary : Susan Armstrong bookings.staidansbrunton@gmail.com
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